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New York 19th Congressional District – John Faso 

Key Agenda Items / Bills Media / Social Media Profile 
To Faso’s credit, he is introducing legislation in concert 
with Rep Sean Maloney that would require airlines to 
upgrade their in-air medical treatment capabilities by 
requiring epinephrine injectors and other medications 
that could be potentially lifesaving, especially for 
children. 

 
As a freshman Member of Congress, Faso has voted in 
accordance with his party’s majority in almost every 
case. Even in the NY19, a swing district, he has  voted 
in line  with Trump’s positions 90 % of the time. 

 
Faso voted on 5/18 for the “Thin Blue Line Act” HR 115 
that makes it easier to seek the death penalty for killing, 
or attempting to kill, a law enforcement officer or other 
first responder. 

 
Faso voted on 5/4 for HR 1628 (in a completely partisan 
vote), the second and successful attempt to move the 
ACHA (Trumpcare) towards implementation. This 
potential legislation was passed without  CBO analysis 
of cost and will lead to as many as  24 million people 
losing their health care coverage and erode the quality 
of care as insurers offer plans that “race to the bottom” 
in cost and benefits. 

 
The FY 2017 appropriations act HR 244 was passed in 
a bipartisan vote on 5/3 with more Democrats than 
Republicans voting Yea. Faso voted to approve the act. 

 
Worker’s rights to timely overtime compensation  were 
weakened by HR 1189, the so called “Working Families 
Flexibility Act” that Faso voted to approve on 5/2. 

 
Faso was given a “pass” by Republican leadership to 
vote Nay 4/28 on the deplorable SJ Res 34 that gutted 
consumer privacy by allowing ISP’s to monetize 
previously private web browsing history data. 

 
Faso apparently agrees that employers should have lax 
record keeping requirements for workplace safety 
violations by supporting HJ Res 31 on 3/1 

 
Faso had a second instance of voting against the 
Republican majority when he  voted NO on HR 43 on 
2/16 to repeal a rule requiring state and local 
governments to distribute federal funds to health 
providers, even if they perform abortions. Faso’s 
position on this bill was protective of the majority of 
Planned Parenthood’s services. He was one of only two 
Republicans, along with 186 Democrats, voting against 
this bill. A bright spot in Faso’s record before the 
legislative recess. 

Faso is still unwilling to hold the POTUS accountable 
for firing FBI Director Comey and the deepening 
investigation into Russian influence in the campaign 
and administration (5/17). 

 
Despite Faso actively using social media to spread his 
message and sitting for interviews in the press and on 
the radio almost daily, control over the narrative seems 
to be slipping from his grasp. Increasingly stories 
portray him as  facing backlash and being under intense 
pressure from his constituents. 

 
No-show Faso is still a label that fits the NY19 
Representative.  On 5/8 Rep Sean Maloney from the 
neighboring NY 18th district held a town hall in Kingston 
to discuss health care in place of his missing colleague. 
Rep Maloney explained, “This guy [Faso] should not be 
on some milk carton – he’s your congressman. He 
should be here.” Faso declined to appear and instead 
was at an Albany fundraiser. The event, and the tactic 
that has been copied nationally, has garnered  extensive 
press coverage. 

 
In the wake of Faso’s vote to support Trumpcare he has 
been met with angry constituents when he attempts to 
justify his unjustifiable vote, including at a 5/8 senior 
citizen forum in Kingston.  Widespread bad press is his 
reward for betraying his constituents, including his now 
infamous outright lie to Andrea Mitchell, a constituent 
he promised to protect before voting to do the exact 
opposite. 

 
Unable to learn from the first ill-fated attempt to repeal 
the ACA, Faso marches forward and diminishes his 
already suffering reputation (3/25). 

 
Faso is  facing increasing criticism for his refusal to hold 
public forums. Here is how he justifies his position 
(2/17), "I’m meeting with constituents all the time," Faso 
said. "I think it’s most productive to have meetings with 
individuals in small groups because then I can fully 
understand and get a better understanding of 
viewpoints. I find the meetings with individuals and 
small groups in my offices around the district are a lot 
more productive than these mass sessions." He is 
spending his political capital on an indefensible position. 
Advocates of public forums correctly point out that 
should not have to go to his house for meetings. 

 
The Republican Congressional Committee “Patriot” 
Program has  identified Faso as one of the incumbents 
facing a tough campaign in 2018 and has already 
started fundraising efforts. 
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Key Agenda Items / Bills Media / Social Media Profile 
Co-sponsor of 2/15 reintroduction of HR 1060  Young 
Farmer Success Act that seeks to help the agricultural 
economy by addressing the shortfall of new farmers 
through student loan forgiveness. Credit given where 
it’s due, this bipartisan bill is the type of legislation Faso 
should be championing to support the large agricultural 
base of the NY19th. 

 
In a case of “less government” only when it suits them, 
John Faso joined the Republicans in hypocrisy by 
passing HR 42 that overturns states’ ability to drug test 
unemployment recipients. 

 
Faso signed onto the recently introduced  Family Farm 
Relief Act on 2/2 as one of four co-sponsors. 
The proposed legislation aims to simplify the H-2A 
agricultural visa program that many farmers rely upon to 
hire foreign seasonal workers by moving administration 
from the Dep’t. of Labor to the Dep’t. of Agriculture as 
well as implementing technology and process 
improvements. 

 
On 2/7 Faso stepped back in line with his Republican 
colleagues by voting for a  repeal of changes to Bureau 
of Land Management planning rules (HR 44) clearing 
the way for the disposal of “excess public lands”; 
repealing a Department of Education rules on school 
accountability and teacher preparation issues (HR 57 & 
HR 58); 

 
In a rare dissenting vote from the Republican majority 
Faso voted against HR 36 that seeks to repeal a rule 
requiring energy companies to reduce waste and 
emissions. Faso was one of eleven Republicans voting 
No on this bill, joining with 180 of their Democratic 
colleagues. 

 
On 2/2 activity from the prior day continued with voting 
for HR 40 that placed   restrictions on reporting  
“mentally defective” individuals to the firearms nation 
al  background check system” It seems sensible that 
individuals judged unable to manage their own financial 
affairs should be restricted from firearms ownership, but 
apparently Mr. Faso disagrees. Later in the day he 
voted for  repealing a rule requiring some federal 
contractors to report labor violations with HR 37. 

 
Also in the area of firearms, Faso is one of the 155 co- 
sponsors of HR 38, the concealed carry reciprocity act, 
that has provisions weakening NY gun laws by allowing 
concealed firearms in a school zone. 

 
February 1 was a busy day for Faso. He voted for HR 
41 that repeals a rule requiring energy companies to 
disclose payments to foreign governments, reducing 
transparency into potentially questionable ties with 
these governments. On the same day he also voted for 
HR 38, repeal of the stream protection rule, lifting some 
pollution restrictions on coal mining operations. 

There is an effort underway (2/20) to encourage at least 
1,000 second homeowners in the NY19th to switch their 
registration from NYC to “Vote Where It Counts .” 

 
Faso share that he is enjoying serving in Congress 
(2/16) but  he calls Trump’s performance a “ mixed 
bag, ”   adding that , “ we need a little more  Ronald 
Reagan and  a little less P.T. Barnum.” 

 
Faso penned a 2/8 op-ed piece on the ACA for the 
Poughkeepsie Journal. By the way, when calling his 
office, be sure Faso knows that there has been a  40% 
decrease in uninsured since ACA took effect. 

 
Faso is making the media rounds and appeared on Fox 
News with Tucker Carlson on 2/7. To talk about the 
travel ban. Much talk about “fixing implementation” 
without any specifics. He favors migrants to do 
agricultural work but then says highly skilled workers 
should be favored. Much circular logic here and worth a 
watch. 

 
Faso was “extremely pleased” 2/2 with the nomination 
of Neil Gorsuch to the SCOTUS 

 
Faso reacted to the 1/30 firing of acting Attorney Sally 
Yates in the wake of her objection to Trump’s seven- 
country travel ban executive order by stating, “The 
appropriate course for Ms. Yates in this context would 
have been simply to resign her position in protest.” He 
went on to say that he, “Stands by the president’s 
decision,” while distancing himself from the EO stating it 
“was not conceived properly” and “implementation left a 
lot to be desired.” Perhaps a more appropriate 
response from Faso would have mirrored his colleague 
from the NY 20th. Rep Paul Tonko, who lashed out at 
the POTUS by stating, “I think it’s disgusting that an 
individual [Yates] who upholds the law and honors the 
Constitution is fired for doing her job.” 

 
Faso met constituents who marched to his Kinderhook 
home after rallying at his nearby district office. There he 
engaged in a dialogue of the sort he should be having 
on a regular basis across the NY 19th. He restated his 
previous positions on Planned Parenthood, the ACA 
and immigration. When someone asked Faso to post 
his schedule, he replied curtly, “We will take that under 
consideration.” He stated that he believes in the right to 
protest and claims he will, “work hard to uphold the bill 
of rights for all.” Let’s make sure he does. 

 
Appearance on WAMC Congressional Corner (1/25- 
1/27): On the topic of Hudson River anchorages Faso 
stated he wants a “commercially viable waterway” while 
“protecting the waterway”… this sounds like the basis 
for taking no action on the issue. He stated his 
opposition on any religious tests for immigration. Again 
restated need to “reform” ACA while maintaining 
elements like coverage for pre-existing conditions and 
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Proponents of the bill say it will save coal mining jobs in 
states that voted for Trump, but  a sober evaluation of 
the industry reveals that the decreasing cost of natural 
gas is likely to continue undermining coal’s energy 
market share. 

 
Voted 1/24 for HR 7 that would implement a  permanent 
ban on the use of federal funds for abortion. This 
replaces the Hyde Amendment that has been a budget 
rider for the last 40 years, but this bill  will likely further 
restrict abortion access for lower income women and 
potentially restrict access to women with private 
insurance plans. 

 
Voted for HR 79  Helping Angels Lead Our Startups Act 
clarifying terms under which locally based groups can 
invest in startup businesses. Passed 433 to 73 (1/10) 
for Senate consideration. 

 
Voted for HR 315 (1/10) to  Improve Access to Maternity 
Care that passed 405 to 0. 

 
Voted for, and was co-sponsor of, House Resolution 11 
(1/5), Reject the Anti-Israel UN Resolution that passed 
342 to 80. 

 
Voted for HR 26 (1/5)  Regulations from the Executive in 
Need of Scrutiny Act that could limit the ability of 

Federal agencies in their work to protect consumers. 
The REINS Act requires “major rules” to receive 
bicameral approval within 70 legislative days or be 
postponed to the next Congress. Essentially, 
Congressional inaction would stall the important work of 
Federal oversight. 

 
Voted for HR 21 (1/4)  Midnight Rules Relief Act to allow 
Congress to overturn rules enacted during a President’s 
final term. Congress is granted unprecedented broad 
powers to gut rules by fiat, without oversight. 

 
Voted against the Republican caucus motion to gut the 
functioning of the House Ethics Committee. He has said 
that ethics issues should be open and bipartisan. 

 
John Faso has received three House committee 
assignments: Budget, Agriculture and Transportation & 
Infrastructure. 

dependents up to 26 years of age. Again restated 
support for Hyde Amendment , but not defunding 
Planned Parenthood that he says “provides many 
important medical services.” He added, “I’m a limited 
government guy and uncomfortable with the notion of 
singling out groups some people don’t like.” He went on 
to say, ‘The power of government should not be turned 
against someone for political purposes.” His actions 
need to be monitored to ensure he complies with his 
stated values. He’s uncomfortable with the praising of 
Putin as a “strong leader” but went on to say Russian 
meddling in global politics is nothing new and we “need 
to be aware of these efforts.” 

 
Appearance on WAMC  Vox Pop (1/17): No specific 
schedule for town halls; ACA, wants to ensure people 
retain some coverage, including for per-existing 
conditions, but no specifics provided; Again said that he 
will defend Planned Parenthood and said government 
should not attack the organization. He reiterated his 
support for the Hyde Amendment that keeps Fed $ from 
funding abortion; On standing up to Trump he said he 
“will not be shy about stating where he disagrees,” but 
when asked about Bannon & Flynn he said those 
appointments were at the discretion of POTUS and he 
would not condemn. 

 
December / early January 2017 tweets revolved around 
taking office, desire to help constituents and providing 
contact information and extending Christmas, 
Hanukkah and New Year’s greetings. 

 
On WCNY interview he expressed support for providing 
“affordable and available” replacement for the ACA. He 
supports a more insurance company centric solution. 
Says he is committed to bipartisan solution. He said he 
is not in favor of singling out any organization (Planned 
Parenthood was not mentioned by name, but implied). 
His intention to not defund Planned Parenthood was 
also cited in a  recent letter to the editor. Compliance 
with these statements needs to be monitored closely. 

 
Before swearing in: urging “firm stance” with China over 
seizure of oceanographic submersible on 12/16, 
decrying waste by IRS on “luxury” travel costs, 
supporting Gov. Cuomo in battle with Feds over 
“excessively large” signs promoting Taste of NY 
roadside stands. Faso also shares that he likes the 
movie Christmas Story 
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District Meetings & Appearances 
Media / Social Media Profile John Faso’s refusal to hold a public forum is oddly reminiscent of Major Major’s refusal to meet anyone who comes 

to visit. "What shall I say to the people who do come to see you while you're here?"     "Tell them I'm in and ask them 
to wait." "Yes, sir. For how long?"    "Until I've left."    "And then what shall I do with them?"    "I don't care." 
May I send them in to see you after you've left?"    "Yes."    But you won't be here then, will you?"    "No." 

Joseph Heller, Catch-22 
 
Hudson Valley Strong and other local groups are doing great work pressuring Faso when he makes an 
appearance (at private and closed events since no town hall has yet to take place). Protesters are  keeping the 
pressure on! 

 
A member of Hudson Valley Strong was able to have a conversation with Faso at a 4/29 benefit event for a local 
hospital and reports that while he was cordial, he remained very evasive when talking about his vote to support 
the ACHA. He voted to support the bill even though he claimed he was “uncomfortable” about its potential to 
defund Planned Parenthood and justified his position by stating that “the Senate would never let that part pass.” 
He also was in denial about the ACA and said he “did not believe the polls” that show it enjoys extremely broad 
support. 

 
There will be a (likely Faso-less) Faso Town Hall at the Kingston City Hall (420 Broadway, Kingston) on Friday 
2/24 at 6PM. Thus far, Faso has avoided meeting with his constituents in a town hall. 

 
On Tuesday 2/21 at 8:30AM Faso will discuss his first 50 days in office at the KSC Small Business Forum at the 
Monticello Diner in Monticello, NY. Please call Steve Kurlander at (845) 796-8948 to see if space is available/ 

 
A 2/10 Taconic Hills PTA breakfast was cancelled due to “low enrollment.” 

 
On 2/9 Faso managed to find the time to attend a cocktail reception and dinner fundraiser in Albany’s Fort Orange 
Club. The price for admission: $250 per person for cocktails and $1,000 if you wished to stay for dinner. 

 
!/28 Faso had an involuntary meeting with constituents in front of his home in Kinderhook after hundreds of 
protesters marched peacefully from a rally held at his nearby district office 

 

Faso appeared in front of the Ulster County Chamber of Commerce on Jan 19th. He addressed the ACA stating 
that, “It has done many good things,” such as barring disqualification for pre-existing conditions. At the same 
time he decried a, “Medicaid overreach” in NY where it covers a third of the State population. Protesters were 
present outside this Kingston location where Faso tried to take both sides of this issue. 

 

Faso sworn in as a Member of the House of Representatives, 115th US Congress by Speaker 
Paul Ryan.  
 
Joined the Adaptive Sports Foundation in Windham (1/9) to meet wounded veterans learning 
to ski. 
 

John Faso attended a Dec 10th  grand opening of a new wing in the library of his home town, Kinderhook, 
where he delivered remarks lauding the Tuttle family who are long term advocates and were honored by having 
the reading room named in their honor 

Twitter: @JohnFasoNy Office: 721 Broadway Kingston, NY 12401 Phone: (845) 514-2322 Washington DC (202) 225-5614 
Email: through Web:http://faso.house.gov/ or  

mailto:john@johnfaso.com 
Faso’s staffers: Dain Pascocello, Chief of Staff, Email: dain.pascocello@mail.house.gov, Twitter: 
@dainpasco; Hope Costa, Scheduler, Email: hope.costa@mail.house.gov, Twitter: @hopecosta55; Patrick 
Rooney, Legislative Director, Email: patrick.rooney@mail.house.gov, Twitter: @PWRooney; Courtney 
Weaver, Press Secretary / Communications Director, Email: courtney.weaver@mail.house.gov, Twitter: 
@court2032; Nicholas Tortorici, Legislative Assistant, Email: nicholas.tortorici@mail.house.gov; Remy 
Fortin, Legislative Correspondent, Email: remy.fortin@mail.house.gov 

Facebook groups holding Faso accountable include  John Faso Watch and Listen to us, John Faso 
Information on John Faso’s  campaign finances,  endorsements on Vote Smart. 
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